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IT’S A CLICHE, OR NOT? 


From the eBay description: “The District of Alaska was the governmental designation for 
Alaska from May 17, 1884 to August 24, 1912, when it became Alaska Territory. Previ- 
ously it had been known as the Department of Alaska. Embossed-like striking referred to 
as a cliché. Silver (probably sterling, although not marked), 38.5mm and weighing 10.9 
grams. Perfect condition, please see our scans.” 


This piece appeared on eBay two times, in quick succession. The first as an auction, that 
ended early. The second as a “buy it now,” selling very quickly. You can draw your own 
conclusions. 


So, what is a cliché in numismatic terms? 


E-Sylum, the free email newsletter of the Numismatic Bibliophile Society is a wonderful 
resource edited by Wayne Homren. Whenever I have a question, there are over 1,000 read- 
ers, at least one of which will have an answer. 


I posted a question about clichés and Dick Johnson, formerly of Medallic Art Company, 
many years ago, described a cliché this way: 


“The example E-Sylum reader Dick Hanscom writes about is a misuse of the term cliché. 
A cliché is a one-sided die struck item, but it is different from a uniface item. It is a special 
form of die struck item. The eBay illustration is a positive and negative of the District’s 
seal. A negative embossing die would make a positive impression on paper, thin metal foil 
or such. It has nothing to do with the making of a true cliché in the numismatic sense. 


“Clichés are made with two thin blanks struck in a press at the same time with a mated pair 
of dies. The original purpose was to make these as a first strike to give to the artist - 
engraver or medallist - for his initial examination. These are a pair of proof impressions 
for the artist’s approval.” (ed. note - isn’t it cool how this follows up on the proofs from the 
last issue!) 


“These initial strikes became desirable items, however, and museums requested them for 
the distinct purpose of being able to display the two designs side-by-side, both obverse and 
reverse next to each other. 


“When properly made true clichés will exhibit suction marks or ghosting on the two inter- 
face surfaces of the struck pieces. The strongest device - usually with the highest point of 
the design - will form a sunken area on the back side of each blank where metal is drawn 
from the mass of the blank to fill the incuse area of the die. 

continued on page 84 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


There was just too much stuff this month to include the 
yearly index in the 9 pages. So, we were forced to go 
over the 1 oz. limit. 


The index is included, as is a subscription blank. Un- 
less you were an early bird, it is time to renew your 
subscription. 


If you choose to not renew your subscription, we would 
like to thank you for your support, and hope that we 
may be of service in the future, 


We would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
who contributed information thoughout the year, in 
order of appearance. If I missed anyone, I do apolo- 
gize. 


Kurtis Hawk Joe Usibelli 
David Phillips Jim Robb 

Ken Rieck Lee Poleske 
Kurt Krueger Arby Williams 


Alan Johnson 
Phil Iverson 
Larry Kritchen 
Wayne Homren 
Dick Johnson 
Serge Pelletier 
Joe Boling 


Kaye Dethridge 
Sal Cuccarese 
Don Somers 

Tom Dalrymple 
Fred Zinkann 
Candy Waugaman 
Ron Benice 


The one year that I taught, there was a kid in one of my 
classes. He was a real class clown. He has since (30+ 
years later) gone on to be a local radio personality. He 
also hosts comedy nights. So you could guess that his 
radio show is less than serious, “broadcast from Crapper 
Creek,” a real town only in Glenner’s fertile mind. And 
where does fertilizer come from? So, I guess I find it 
appropriate that Wal-Mike’s token is an out-house to- 
ken! 


The Third 10 year volume is winging its way to a book- 
binder. The price on these will be $195. Please see the 
Christmas Shopper for more information. Sadly, these 
probably won’t be available for Christmas. But they 
might. But probably not. But then again, don’t count 
on it. 


Those interested in a weekly email newsletter on ex- 
tremely diverse topics, go to: esylum - https:// 
my.binhost.com/lists/listinfo/esylum 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Bethel, N.C. Co., $1, B-2c 152.50 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 6!14¢, B-41b 107.50 
(Goodnews Bay), Rutlader, $1, B-2c 76.00 
Palmer, Pastime Club, 12!2¢, B-8a 356.00 
Seward, W, 5¢, B-19a 266.67 
Talkeetna, B.N. Pool Room, 12%¢, B-lal 113.50 
Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12/2¢, B-6b BIN285.00 
Valdez, Pioneers of AK scrip, B-18 a-e OB225.00NB 
Yes Bay, Alaska Pacific Fisheries, $1, B-3e 55.000B 
AYPE, encased cent, round OB39.99NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB235.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB235.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB169.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB139.00NB 
AYPE, 2 DWT 172.50 
AYPE, | DWT OB385.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT OB385.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT OB269.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT 183.50 
AYPE, | DWT OB235.00 
AYPE, | DWT OB235.00 
AYPE, | DWT OB229.00NB 
AK Gold, 4 Pinch, NGC-65 795.000B 
AK Gold, 14 Pinch, Round, NGC-63 650.00BIN 
AK Gold, % Pinch, Round, NGC-65 750.000B 
AK Gold, 2 Pinch, octagonal 199.990B 
AK Gold, 4 Parka Head, 1911 NGC-64 BIN2,750.00 


Tierra del Fuego, Popper, | Gramo, ex-jewelry 608.00!! 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR = see For the Record 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page -$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Below are the prices realized for the Alaska lots in our 
November 14 auction. 


Lot Price Realized 
248 Chatanika tokens 20 
249 Fairbanks token 10mb* 
250 Fairbanks token 80 
251 Ketchikan tokens 10 
252 Nome token 25 
253 St. Lawrence Island tokens 30 
254 Golden Days pins 20 
255 Pipeline medal set 255 
256 Pipeline medal 30mb* 
257 Alaska silver medals 40mb* 
258 Alaska Railroad medals 50 
259 State of AK silver medal 34mb* 
260 Yukon Quest medal 28mb* 
261 AK Gold Rush medals 75mb* 
262 State of AK medals 80 
263 UAF Rifle Team medal 45mb* 
264 State of AK 1/10 oz. gold withdrawn 
265 Native gold token 60mb* 
274 AK charm 65 
275 AK charm 50 
276 AK charm 35 
277 Gold nugget pendant 450 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Total savings to mail bidders from maximum bid - $120. 


2009 PRICES REALIZED 


We have compiled a Prices Realized list for all those 
reported in our pages for 2009. If you have all issues 
for 2009, you already have this, spread out among 10 
issues. 


If you would like to have all these in one handy publi- 
cation, about 4 pages in length, include an additional 
$3 with your subscription. The Prices Realized will 
be mailed with the first issue for 2010. 


If your subscription is already paid up, or if you do not 
renew your subscription, your order for the Prices 
Realized will be sent immediately. 


Please use the subscription order blank to order the 
Prices Realized. 


CLICHE, om 


“Since the medals are usually multiple struck to bring 
up the full relief that the artist intended, clichés have to 
go back on the press just like a solid medal for a sec- 
ond or subsequent blow. It is a problem for the press- 
man, then, to position both blanks to the correct orien- 
tation every time. 


Keying clichés. The solution was to key the two blanks 
to each other. This is done by the pressman who picks 
up a letter or figure punch - any punch will do - about 
one-quarter inch tall and tap the punch into one of the 
blanks in several locations. With the first blow on the 
press these indentations cause metal from the opposite 
blank to flow into these impressions. For the second 
or subsequent blow, it is then an easy task for the press- 
man to orientate the two blanks in tandem by this key- 
ing and rest the two in position on the lower die to be 
struck again. The correct obverse/reverse alignment is 
achieved. 


Therefore a diagnostic of a cliché is the suction or ghost- 
ing on the back of a real cliché and three or four pos- 
sible punch marks.” 


Serge Pelletier wrote that “cliché” is French, and from 
The Canadian Dictionary of Numismatics/Le 
dictionnaire canadien de numismatique, “Cliché in non- 
numismatic French means ‘snapshot’ (as in photo), so 
its numismatic use is very logical since it is a snapshot 
of a die.” 


Joe Boling adds: “Another use of the term cliché, also 
dealing with thin metallic objects, is in stamp printing. 
When stamps were printed using letterpress technol- 
ogy, sheets of stamps were printed from frames of in- 
dividual stamp clichés locked into place. Clichés were 
made by stereotyping (casting from a master image), 
and another definition of stereotyper is a machine that 
creates embossed plates.” 


Which takes us to the Merriam-Webster online dictio- 
nary: Etymology: French, literally printer’s stereotype, 
from past participle of clicher to stereotype. 


So cliché might be appropriate when making emboss- 
ing stereotypes, it does not seem to work for medals, as 
this has a different meaning in their manufacture. How- 
ever, the confusion is understandable. 
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MONEY TO ; 
BURN 


by David Phillips 


The Great Alaskan Wooden Token Expedition, Part 3 


On July 4th, we started down the Parks Highway to- 
wards Anchorage. Our first destination was the town 
of Ester, not far from Fairbanks. I wanted to have a 
look at the Malemute Saloon, rumored to be closed. 
Sure enough, it was closed up tight and out of busi- 
ness. Some of its old tokens are thought to be locked 
up inside, and thus totally not accessible to collectors. 


Our next stop was Nenana, where July 4th celebrations 
were going full swing. Inquiries at two bars and one 
Lodge/Restaurant found no tokens of any kind in use. I 
did find out that the Two Choice Cafe is now closed 
and out of business, so no woods from there anymore. 


We took a swing through Healy where inquiries did 
not produce any leads or tokens. We stopped at and 
looked through all the stores and gift shops at the en- 
trance to Denali National Park. No token anywhere 
there. 


Ever onward to Cantwell, where we spent the night. I 
found a wood good for one drink at the Cantwell Lodge 
bar. It is printed in red. 


On the road again the next day with the first stop at 
Trapper Creek. At the side of the highway, as one ap- 
proaches Trapper Creek, is the unmistakable establish- 
ment of Wal-Mikes!! Here you will find the most eclec- 
tic collection of “stuff? you will ever see - antiques, 
collectibles, junque, junk, machinery and even a live 
reindeer. 


Mike has his own wooden token (a limited edition, I 
believe) and I was fortunate enough to acquire one of 
these “collectibles.” It is printed in brown. (Ed. note: I 
gotta get me one of these! See Editors Comments). 


We veered off the Parks Highway and went into 
Talkeetna, where I found that the Fairview Inn no longer 
issues or uses tokens and the VFW was closed until 
after we were leaving. 


co 
@ rena 


All was not lost, as a new restaurant and brewery com- 
pany, the Denali Brewing Co. was issuing a wooden 
token good for $1.00 off merchandise (burgundy print- 


ing). 


“gh 09 Op, 


Then, off down the road, stopping at Willow, where no 
new tokens were found. 


On to Houston where I checked out the location of the 
former Triple B Bar, and found it under quite new own- 
ership, with the place now called the Gold Miners 
Lodge. No tokens were available, and, in fact, the new 
owner was wondering how to get tokens made. I 
stopped at the Houston Lodge, and again found new 
ownership. The new owner has stopped all use of the 
previous tokens as she is trying to determine how many 
are “still out there.” When that become clear, she will 
then decide what to do about tokens thereafter. 


Finally we arrived in Wasilla for a two night stay. I 
checked out a number of former issuers and did some 
day trips to nearby communities (Big Lake, Meadows 
Lake area, Knik). 


I found “The Deli” and the Great Bear Brewing Co. 
both closed. 


The Mug Shot Saloon is still viable with tokens in use, 
but no new versions. I was referred to another bar, 
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MONEY TO BURN, cont. 


owned by the same person, and went there next. 


Tailgater Bar has a “one size fits all” token. You pay 
one price and it covers all drinks, Beer through Pre- 
mium. It is Green on the front (did not copy well) and 
green and black on the back. 


At American Legion Noah D. Caldwell Post #9, I vis- 
ited with cheerful and accommodating people, and ac- 
quired four woods. Beer (black), Pitcher (blue) and 
Call Drink (red) all have the same obverse, while the 
One Drink (black) is different. Perhaps these are from 
two different series. 


I had a good visit with Debbie of Debbie’s Old Coins 
and Collectibles (formerly of Sutton), and hoped to fill 
in my collection with some woods issued by her and 
missing from my collection. During out conversation I 
found out about a wood that was generic in nature and 
with no obvious point of origin. It was issued by her 
husband, when they were living in Chickaloon. This 
wood asks: “Stop Corruption, Vote, but re-elect No 
One.” In spite of here husband’s plea, the politicians 
did get re-elected. 


Another day trip took us to Knik, where I checked out 
the Knik Bar and picked up a new/different Beer wood. 
From another Knik source I acquired an older style Knik 
Bar wood (good for one drink) that has the “drink” side 
painted over with green paint, which makes me believe 
that this was done to create more Beer woods until new 
Beer woods were ordered and received. 


We also drove out to the site of the former Blackie’s 
Place Bar. It is now called Tug Bar (at the Goose Bay 


Inn. No tokens are used there now. 


Next destination - Anchorage. 
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FOR THE RECORD - 


ALPINE: ConocoPhillips, 100 Million Barrels, No- 
vember 10, 2003. 


ALPINE: Phillips Alaska, 2003, Project Safety, Nanuq, 
Conam, Aglaq. 
ae 


ALASKA: Peak Oilfield Service Co., 10th Anniver- 
sary, 1987-1997, Peak Performance. 


ALPINE: Phillips 66 Alaska, 2000, ““We Make It Hap- 
pen. 


SILVE 
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NORTH POLE: St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Silver 
Anniversary, 1975-2000. Evergreen Mint. 


FOR THE RECORD 


/ WN, 
SONG (Ser'S 
S © oN 
: © eA Fame 
x 
etna) |S 
ANCHORAGE?: MSSC, 5¢ in trade only. White on | ‘ows <i 
black plastic, 23mm. Any heln on this one? 
Pe ~ a ~ (CORDOVA): Coles Clothing, 50¢ discount. Name 
/ \ / GOOD FOR changed from Shellhorns about 1977 (submitted by 
ELKS LODGE 5 ONE Larry Kritchen). 
1351 | [coMPLIMENTARY *) 
ANCHORAGE } DRINK 
ALASKA # ON US / 


ANCHORAGE: Elks Lodge 1351, good for one com- 
plimentary drink on us. Black on white plastic, 37.5mm. 


SEWARD: Breeze Inn, good for one drink. Black on 
wood. 


4a | Avasan | AWN: 


Ds, >» an 
ANCHORAGE: J.D.’s Bar-B-Q Pit. Cast base metal te. é. Ret. 


with bear’s head on obverse, 1878 Morgan Dollar por- 
trait on reverse. 


BLUE FOX BEER CHIT 


«tk or Blanch, 19 - Pnared, 26 - 


NOT TRANSFERABLE 


LAY FRIDAY | SATURD% } 


(UNALASKA): Blue Fox, Beer Chit. Appears to be 
for a week in March of 1931. Now known as the El- 
bow Room. Black on tan, 90mm by 57mm (submitted 
ANCHORAGE: Rabbit Hutch, good for one drink, St. by Candy Waugaman). 

Pat’s Day only. Green on wood. 


WORTH 
$1.00 IN TRAE 


ROARING 20'S 


DAWSON CITY, YUKON: Dawson City Music Fes- 
ANCHORAGE: Roaring 20’s, worth $1 in trade. Red _ tival, good for one drink. Black on green plastic, 41mm. 
on wood (submitted by Larry Kritchen). 


88 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER - $25 each! 282" 


Alaska Teamsters, 50th anniversary, 1991. We don’t 
see this very often. 


| COMMEMORATING 25 YEARS } 


1977 - 2002 


A couple of oil related items. The first is one we had 
made for the Alyeska Pipeline Club. They did social 
gatherings for the employees. I think we made these 
for Christmas one year. The other is a silver bar for the 
25th anniversary of the Alyeska Pipeline Service Com- 
pany. Very nicely done. 


Three wildlife medals from Alaska Mint: Beluga 
Whales, Eagle/bear/wolf/whale, and Polar Bear. All 
with the Alaska state seal on the reverse. 


Now here is a landmark anniversary! Sadly, this is more 
attractive than the one Alaska Mint made for the 50th 
Anniversary this year. 


PLEASE NOTE: ONLY $5 SHIPPING WHETHER Finally, a couple of political pieces. The Coghill medal 
YOU ORDER 1 MEDAL OR 10! is larger in diameter, and not marked silver. 
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NEWS RELEASE - CANADA POST 


Canada Post Honours Yukon Heritage 


Whitehorse (October 8, 2009) - Jim Robb’s work is featured in pastels, ink, 
watercolour, photographs, rawhide moosehide, and now a Canada Post pictorial can- 


cel. 


To commemorate the unique northern art coming out of the Yukon, Canada Post has 
created a cancel featuring a slice of the territory’s rich past as rendered by Yukon 
artist Jim Robb. The cancel features an iconic image of a cabin buried in snow hand 


drawn by the artist. 


Inspired by the raw beauty of the north and what he considers a quickly disappearing past, Jim Robb has been 
capturing scenes of the Yukon for over 50 years. He was made a member of the Order of Canada in 2004 in 
recognition of his efforts to preserve Yukon history through his art. His work was also recognized in 1984 with 
an award from the Yukon Historical and Museums Society. 


Ed. Note: We would like to extend our congratulations to Mr. Robb. We always look forward to hearing from 
him, and especially like his stationary, featuring his artwork. On occasion, this artwork is not printed, but 
actually hand-drawn originals! It doesn’t get any better than that. 


ARGENTINA MEDALS 


This first medal appears to be copper or bronze and is 
30mm. It commemorates the first Argentine Naval 
Regatta to the Falkland Islands in 1974. 


Museo Antartico “Cesar Augusto Lisignoli” issued a 
medal for their first anniversary in 1982. It is located 
in Villa Maria, Cordoba Province, Argentina. Lisignoli 
was a glaciologist and scientific leader at Ellsworth 
Station in the winter of 1961. The medal appears to be 
brass and is 35mm. 


ALASKA AND YUKON TOKENS 


The third edition of Ron Benice’s Alaska and Yukon 
Tokens will be released some time in January. We are 
accepting advanced orders, to be shipped as soon as 
they arrive. 


This standard refer- 
ence is a must for 
anyone collecting 
pre-statehood 
Alaska tokens. It is 
also the first time 
that Mr. Benice has 
included Yukon to- 
_kens. At about 354 
oe pages, it is about 20 
pages longer than 
the second edition. 


ALASKA 
4& I™/ ID 


YUKON 
TOKENS 


2). 


Overlooked by 
_ some is the amount 
_ of history that is ac- 

~ tually presented 
along with the information on the tokens. There is more 
to tokens than the value! But you knew that, right? 


Suggested retail is $49.95. Our price, postpaid - $46.00. 
Please use the subscription order blank to order your 
copy (copies!!) 
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